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October Meeting Notes    
 

Bill Killen called the meeting to 

order and noted the quorum was 

met. The September minuets were 

read and accepted. 

 Treasure Mark Montella was not 

present so the treasures report was 

not read. 

 Bob Marten asked if we could con-

sider next years Giants show be an 

IMAA and AMA event to attract 

more participation. It was men-

tioned that the IMAA did sponsor 

us with a $500.00 donation. We 

elected to table this at this time to 

allow our new air show director 

Mark Montella to be present. 

  It was brought up that our mem-

bership form on our web site re-

quired a special program to open. 

This would be looked into and 

fixed. 

  We discussed the frequency sticks 

for the 2.4 gig radios. After some 

discussion we voted to change from 

a white stick with DSS on it to a 

white stick with no other markings 

on the front and your name on the 

back. 

  I announced the Discover Flying 

Clubôs Christmas Party and we 

were invited to attend.  

  Jimmy McCormick, our last yearôs 

air show director, addressed the 

membership. Thanking our mem-
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bers for the support to the show. 

Without the continued effort from 

our membership we could not run 

this show and again thank you.  

  It was brought up that the late 

fee for not renewing dues by 

March 1st was hard for members 

to get it in. After some discussion 

a motion was made to change the 

by law to have the late fee 

charged for dues received after 

the March meeting. This motion 

was seconded and voted to ex-

cept. This law is changed. It was 

also recommended that the dues 

by turned into the treasurer by 

mail or at the meetings and not 

other members. 

  A member asked about the swap 

meet. I explained that Nick Wit-

zell had done a lot of planning 

and sent out his thoughts and 

looked to you for your input. No 

one answered his request. No one 

showed any interest in this ven-

ture. I thank Nick for his effort 

but without the support of the 

members he cannot go forward.  

A motion was made to adjure and 

seconded and the meeting was 

adjourned.  

 

Old Business  
 The dates for our Otis Giants 

show are 25, 26, & 27 July 2008 

Our donation of $500.00 for the 

land stamp program was sent out 

in February. 

Our donation of $1,000.00 for the 

Falmouth scholarship fund was 

also sent out.   



 

 

PA G E 2  

A word on safety  

ON THE SAFE SIDE 

Get "Cawtt" Up in Safety  
by Jim Rice 

I like to have a plan for an air-

plane for an event. That keeps me 

focused on the mission of com-

pleting and test flying the airplane 

in time to fly it at the scheduled 

event. If that is your style, you 

know that the closer the event 

comes the faster you work, the 

later at night you work, and 

maybe the more careless you be-

come. I try to keep a notepad by 

the bench so that as I think of 

things I really need to do before I 

complete the airplane, I can write 

them down. For example, if I 

have test fitted the engine and 

mount so that I can cut out the 

cowl but I havenôt tightened the 

engine mount bolts or the bolts 

attaching the engine to the mount, 

I write it on my list so that I will 

remember to check that before I 

take it flying. Maybe I hook up 

controls but donôt have Loctite on 

the machine screws holding the 

metal servo arms to servos that 

have metal output gears; I write it 

on the list so that I wonôt lose a 

control surface on a later flight. 

Keep a notepad near your work 

site so that while you are day-

dreaming at work (you all do that) 

you can write yourself reminders 

to take home and put on your list.  

 

I have a checklist to go through 

before every takeoff. If you get in 

a habit like that, you can head off 

problems on the takeoff/flight. 

Since I was a soldier for 26 years, 

I am accustomed to acronyms so 

my checklist is C.A.W.T.T. I tell 

my students ñDonôt get cawtt tak-

ing off without using your check-

list. Go through the checklist be-

fore you take the main runway!ò  

 

Controls: Check control direction 

and all switch positions. With 

computer radios, you can have the 

wrong airplane or you may have 

changed something you didnôt 

want to while changing a mix or 

throw between flights. Check for 

high/low rates, mix switches, or 

trim positions.  

 

Antenna: I donôt like to work on, 

start, or tune the engine with the 

antenna out so I keep it collapsed 

until I am ready to take the run-

way and I am safely behind the 

airplane and propeller. Make sure 

the antenna is completely pulled 

out and screwed in tightly.  

Wind: Check the wind direction 

so you know in which direction to 

take off. If there is no wind, take 

up the same pattern other pilots in 

the air are using. Note the wind 

check is after the antenna-up 

check so that you can use the an-

tenna flag as your wind sock.  

 

Time: Start your timer or check 

your watch so that you will know 

when to land.  

 

Traffic:  Clear yourself to taxi 

with other pilots. We donôt have 

air traffic controllers so you have 

to do it yourself. Ask loudly 

enough for all other pilots to hear 

if you can come out. Do not take 

the runway until all pilots at flight 

stationsðor their spottersðclear 

you. So many times I hear people 

yell ñcoming outò then they add 

power and run out on the runway. 

Not only might that startle other 

pilots, distracting their attention 

from their own airplane but, 

maybe your airplane will die or 

flip over on the runway creating a 

hazard for others who might be at 

the end of their fuel. Besides, it is 

more courteous to ask. After you 

are cleared by the others, quickly 

take the runway and get in the air. 

They didnôt clear you to sit in the 

middle of the runway and do 

more checks. That is why I say to 

go through the checklist before 

you take the runway. 

  

If you get in the habit of doing a 

checklist like this before every 

single takeoff, not just the first 

one of the day, you will be safer. 

When I teach a new student, I 

draw his or her attention to a good 

pilot as he is preparing to take off. 

Hopefully, he or she will me-

thodically go through a checklist 

and reinforce your teaching. But 

if not, point out the things you 

think were left out and the rea-

sons they should be done.  

 

I tell everyone there are 1,000 

things that can kill a model air-

plane and I have 750 of them cov-

ered. Every time you have an ac-

cident or see and accident do a 

post mortem to see if you can iso-

late the problem so it wonôt attack 

another airplane in the future. 



 

 

  I hope we all have made it 

safely through the winter so 

far. It has been about as good 

a winter that we can expect 

up here in the northeast. Day-

light savings is here and this 

is a good sign. We will be 

flying after work before long 

so think spring. 

  I will look forward to see 

you at the March meeting or 

at the field. 

Thoughts From The 
President Tips & Tricks  

Good Cleaner 
Here is a concoction I came up 

with. In an empty spray bottle, 

add a tablespoon of dish washing 

detergent, then fill the bottle half-

way with regular rubbing alcohol, 

and top off with hot water. I have 

found this to work really well for 

cleaning the oil off of the wings 

and fuselage after a days worth of 

flying. Strong cleaner but will not 

hurt the covering or take the col-

ors off. 

 

New Life to Old Wire Landing 

Gear 
Did you ever have a problem 

where your wire landing gear 

seems to get weaker and weaker? 

A possible solution is to remove 

the gear from the airframe and 

remove all the hardware from the 

gear wire (i.e. the wheels, collars, 

pants, etc). Preheat your kitchen 

oven to 450°F. Place the wire on 

a cookie sheet in the oven for one 

hour. Turn off the oven and toss 

the wire into cold water to cool it 

off quickly. What you have just 

done is to re-temper the music 

wire and you should have put new 

life into that old gear. Note that 

soldered joints should not be 

harmed as solder doesnôt melt un-

til about 700°F.  

 

Mixing Epoxy 
When mixing epoxy use an old 

coffee can lid, after the epoxy 

hardens just flex the lid and the 

epoxy will pop off. 

 

For New Pilots 
Hereôs a flying tip for new pilots:  

Something to pay attention to 

when learning to fly is control re-

versal. Control reversal is when 

the inputs on the transmitter sticks 

must be reversed when your air-

plane is flying toward you, rather 

than away from you. When flying 

away from you, there is no prob-

lem; just move the stick in the di-

rection you want to turn. Many 

new pilots become disoriented 

when their airplane is approaching 

them. To help with this, move the 

stick in toward the low wingtip. 

This will level the wing when your 

airplane is coming toward you, 

avoiding a sharp bank and possibly 

a crash. 

 

Example: Say your airplane is 

coming toward you, and the right 

wingtip is low, as if banked to the 

right. Move the stick to your left, 

toward the low wingtip. This will 

bring the airplaneôs right wingtip 

up, and level the wing. I also rec-

ommend getting Real Flight G2 if 

you do not have it. Practice on that 

before you fly an airplane or heli-

copter for the first time or if you 

have been away for an extended 

period of time. It will save you 

money and heartaches in the fu-

ture.  

 Newsletter Input  

épictures, articles etc., should be 

mailed directly to Don Landry, 

OMAC, Inc's Newsletter Editor and 

Publisher. Mailing address is at the 

top of this page. E-mail address is 

on the back page of this newsletter. 

Check out our great OMAC, Inc 

website at  www.flyomacrc.com 

Lots of information there, flying 

schedule,  plus photos etc. A terri-

fic job  by Ken Crane our Webmas-

ter!  
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