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May  Meeting Notes    
  Vice President Ray Davis called 
the May meeting to order. With 12 
attending and 3 officers the quorum 
was met. Mark Montella read the 
Treasureôs report and this was sec-
onded and accepted. Ray read the 
April minutes and these were sec-
onded and accepted as well. 

 Ray spoke about the road repair 
success, thanked all who partici-
pated. Someone asked if Jason 
had acknowledged our work, which 
I didn't know.  But, I related to at-
tendees that I had run into Dan, 
one of the state workers up 
there....he asked me, "Did I know 
who did the great job on the 
r oa d ' ? ! ! !   He  wa s  s e r i -
ous.  "Well.....who else but OMAC, 
Dan"...so they know now.  He's a 
real good guy, knows us well...but I 
was dumbfounded!.   

   Mentioned in response to 
Kenny's question re Mem Day 
(Mon) flying, that you/we decided 
not to peruse that w/ Jason, as the 
new Agreement  is coming up, he 
has turned down such requests in 
the past, etc.  All understood, w/ 
little discussion.  I asked Mark to 
talk re OG in July...he reiterated it 
is not an IMMA event this year 
(also means no $500 from IMAA, 
but it's not our 'turn' for that any-
way), so no need for folks to join, 
that Combat will be big, as it's a 
crowd pleaser, same jobs as pervi-
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ous years, etc.  Much discussion 
but essentially will be run/pretty 
much the same event just as 
Jimmy has run in past 
years.  Someone mentioned we 
ought to rent a good PA sys-
tem...we'll decide that at the June 
Meeting.  Short Meeting, ad-
journed by acclamation."  

 
Next club meeting will be on June 
18th 2008 at 7:30 pm at RC Hob-
bies. A special Air show meeting 
on July 16th, 2008 at 730 pm at 
RC Hobbies.  

No Fly Dates 
May 16ðstart of sparrow season; 

no flying on Mon, Wed and, Fri until 

July 15th. 

June 8thðNEWG Wakefield 

group, no flying. 

 

July 13thðNEWG Wakefield 

group, no flying. 

Field News  
The field is in great shape and the 

road is holding up so life is good. 

OMAC Website  

Check out our great OMAC, Inc 

website at  www.flyomacrc.com  

Lots of information there, flying 
schedule,  plus photos etc. A ter-
rific job  by Ken Crane our Web-
master!  

Newsletter Input  

épictures, articles etc., should be 
mailed directly to Don Landry, 
OMAC, Inc's Newsletter Editor 
and Publisher. Mailing address is 
at the top of this page. E-mail ad-
dress is on the back page of this 
newsletter. 
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propeller tips with a bright color. 
You can even use the paint to 
help balance the propeller. You 
do balance your propellers donôt 
you?  
 
Why bother balancing a propel-
ler?  
 
It wonôt hurt the engine any. This 
may be true, but the vibration and 
shaking caused by an out-of-
balance propeller tends to loosen 
nuts, bolts, and screws, both on 
your engine and throughout the 
model. Here again, itôs a simple 
matter of spending five to ten 
minutes to balance a propeller, or 
risk spending ten hours or more 
repairing or rebuilding your 
model. Just consider the few min-
utes that it takes as a sort of in-
surance.  
 
When installing a propeller, al-
ways use a hard metal washer 
thatôs flat on the surface facing 
the propeller, in between the pro-
peller and the propeller nut. This 
washer should be larger than the 
propeller nut too. The washer is 
there to give additional surface 
area to be tightened against. The 
smaller the washer area, the 
greater the chance of the propel-
ler being crushed under the pres-
sure of the tightened propeller 
nut.  
 
When the propeller is crushed at 
the hub, it can be damaged to the 
point of being dangerous to use 
or it can become loose to such an 
extent that it becomes danger-
ous. This ñcrushingò action is also 
why it is important to recheck the 
tightness of the propeller nut 
every so often, especially with 
new wood propellers. In most 
cases, the propeller washer sup-
plied with the engine is adequate, 
so donôt use anything smaller. But 
again, never tighten the propeller 
nut directly against the propeller 
itself. You need more surface 

Tips & Tricks  
Keep Your Parts in Place  

Ever had the prop nut, washer, 

and propeller fly off while air-
borne? Ever heard that sickening 
ñcrack!ò when you touch the 
starter to the engine and then 
spend the next hour looking for 
the prop nut in the tall weeds? 
Well, try this solution:  

Put an o-ring on the end of the 
engine crank shaft after you get 
everything secured. It may keep 
the prop nut from spinning all the 
way off next time your engine de-
cides to be cantankerous.  

By the way, I hope you have 
been around long enough to 
know that propellers, especially 
the wooden kind, compress after 
being subjected to tightening 
down of the prop nut. Thatôs why 
you see so many coming loose 
early Saturday morning at the 
field. What was tight for the last 
flight on Sunday ainôt tight a week 
l a t e r .  C h e c k  ó e m !  
ðFrom the Beachmasters R/C 
Club, Ocean Park, West Virginia  

 

Electric Screwdriver Drill Bits  

Iôm sure by now everyone has an 

electric screwdriver in his or her 
tool box, but did you know that 
you could also use these handy 
little devils as a drill? Sears, and I 
am sure other hardware stores, 
handle this item. What they are 
are different size drill bits welded 
to hex shanks ends. You simply 
slip the hex shaft into any electric 
screwdriver and drill away. These 
are great for drilling in tight places 
or through delicate material. They 
are slow enough so you wonôt drill 
too far and powerful enough to 
drill through most materials.  

 

S m a l l  S p r i n g  C l a m p s  

Another item I found at Sears 

was small spring-loaded clamps. 
Besides clamping stuff, I use 

these and a couple strips of wood 
to center rudders and elevators. 
Simply place two strips of wood 
across the elevator and stabilizer: 
one on top and the other on the 
bottom. Clamp them in place. 
Center your servo arm and con-
nect the control rod from the ele-
vator to the servo arm. Tada! The 
elevator is now centered with the 
servo. Repeat on the elevator.  
ðBoth from the Prop Masters R/
C Club, Downers Grove, Illinois  

 

E n g i n e  O i l  R e m o v a l  

Another way to clean baked-on 

oil from an engine is to boil the 
stripped parts in a pan of water 
with a handful of clothes washing 
powder. It does a great job, but 
s m e l l s  h o r r i b l e !  
ðFrom the Endless Mountains R/
C Flying Club, South Montrose, 
Pennsylvania  

A word on safety  
From the Temple Aero Modeler's Newsletter, 
Temple, Texas 

Propeller Sense  
Never use or try to repair a damaged 

propeller. You may get by with it a 

time or two, but is the cost of a 
propeller worth risking injury to 
yourself or a friend?  
 
If the propeller is visibly dam-
aged, then whatever force did 
that could also have caused other 
damage that remains invisible to 
the naked eye. So, please when 
you have a damaged propeller, 
either use it strictly for static dis-
play purposes only, or better yet, 
break it clean in half before dis-
carding to keep anyone else from 
using it. Donôt even think about 
using it as a back-up spare.  
 
There are some solid black pro-
pellers on the market, which be-
come invisible to the naked eye 
once theyôre spinning. This is a 
dangerous hazard which can be 
remedied by simply painting the 



 

 

  I would like to thank Ray Davis on the fine job of 
running the last two meetings. He bailed me out as I 
couldnôt be on hand. 

  The question was asked if Mr. Jason Zimmer was 
aware of our work at the Crane. I have kept him in-
formed of our plans prier to our work and this was 
done with his approval. Following our repair I have 
send him a report with photos. I will be talking to him 
soon as our license is coming due as well as to 
make air show arrangements. 

   I would like to encourage all of our members to be 
proactive and help out with your air show your help 
is needed and please contact Mark Montella to help 
out. Come to the pre air show meeting to see what 
you can do. Even if you can only pitch in for a part 
of a day your help will be appreciated. 

                            See you at the field 

Thoughts From The President 
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area to secure the propeller 
safely, plus thereôs a good 
chance that the action of twisting 
the nut tightly into place will tear 
into the propeller hub.  
 
Propeller Markings  
Nearly all propellers have some 
sort of identification marked on 
them, be it brand name, propeller 
size, something else, or all of the 
above. In addition to noting the 
size of the propeller, the marking 
also denotes the front of the pro-
peller, and the front of the propel-
ler always faces toward the front 
of the airplane. Donôt make the 
mistake of installing a propeller 
backwards. Youôll probably get 
lots of RPM from the engine, but 
very little thrust from the propel-
ler.  
 
Propeller sizes are almost always 
marked with at least two numbers 
such as 10x6. Sometimes there 
will be three numbers, such as 
10x6-12. The first number repre-
sents the length of the propeller, 
or the diameter of the ñdiskò 
formed by the spinning propeller. 
Propellers are usually pretty ac-
curately marked when it comes to 
their length/diameter.  
 
The second number represents 
the pitch of the propeller, which is 
theoretically the distance the pro-
peller moves forward in one com-
plete revolution, disregarding slip-
page. One might think at first that 
the angle of the blade would be 
constant from hub to tip for a con-
stant pitch propeller (one having 
the same pitch all along its 
length), but it isnôt so. Remember, 
the farther out from the hub a 
given point on the propeller is, the 
father it travels to complete one 
revolution. So, the farther out 
from the hub a given point is on a 
constant pitch propeller, the 
smaller its angle will be.  

 
When a propeller has a third 
number, such as the example of 
14x6-12, it means that the pitch 
progresses from 6 inches near 
the hub, to 12 inches near the tip. 
This is called a progressive pitch 
propeller, and in this case, the 
angle of the blade might actually 
be constant from hub to tip, since 
the progressive pitch has more 
pitch near the tip than at the hub. 
Progressive pitch propellers, 
however, are commonly seen 
only in sizes appropriated for 1.20 
size engines and larger. And, as 
far as I know, the verdict isnôt in 
yet on whether they have any ad-
vantages over constant pitch pro-
pellers.  
 
Some manufacturers of propel-
lers are very precise. There are 
propellers marked with their pitch 
out to the second decimal point, 
as in 8x3.8. Donôt mistake this 
ñsecond numberò as described 
above. In this example, the sec-
ond number is a fraction of the 

first, and has in fact a pitch of 3.8.  
 
Regretfully, the number shown on 
the propeller representing the 
pitch is not universally accurate. 
Some manufacturers are very 
good in this aspect, while others 
are downright terrible. In a series 
of tests conducted by R/C Report, 
it was found that in most cases, 
propellers have less true pitch 
then indicated by their markings.  
 
Not all propellers are created 
equal. Much of the variations in 
the way they perform have to do 
with their shape, airfoils, and the 
material itôs made from. If youôre 
tweaking every last bit of power 
out of your engine, itôs worth ex-
perimenting and finding the pro-
peller that works best for your 
engine/airplane application.  
 
Play it safe, and keep your pro-
pellers clean, tight, and balanced. 
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